EDUCATION

The Government’s Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto (2006) states,
“Young people of all ages benefit from real life ‘hands on’ experiences; when
they can see, hear, touch and explore the world around them.” (see
www.lotc.org.uk ). Suffolk geodiversity has much to offer, with a wealth of
sites for studying geology, landforms and processes relevant to both Science
and Geography National Curriculum key concepts.

Tried and tested sites include:
Dunwich and Easton Bavents have natural undefended cliffs and
beaches for coastal studies, with coach parking nearby. Dunwich has a
well-documented history of coastal erosion (see GeoSuffolk leaflet
Dunwich, The Geology of Suffolk’s Lost City and Dunwich Museum,
www.dunwichmuseum.org.uk) and coastal erosion is causing problems
at Easton Bavents at present (well-documented in the local press).
Newbourne Springs provides an excellent site for stream study with
minibus parking.
Nacton Shore cliff is literally an ‘outdoor classroom’ for studying
structural geology, with stratification, faults, and lithologies easy to see
in the London Clay exposures. There is minibus parking here, (with
some height restriction).

Safety is an important issue for teachers leading field trips, with water and
cliffs being particularly hazardous. For more ideas on how to use some of
these sites, including suggestions for risk management see RIGS for
Geography Education by C Markham, Suffolk Natural History vol.41 2005.

Geodiversity is everywhere and local studies near the school are a good
starting point for outdoor education. Building materials, for example can be
used to lead on to further geo-studies. Mid Suffolk’'s Discovery Project
Education Pack X Traction was developed as part of their Aggregates Trail.
Based on the Gipping valley at Needham Market, it has an excellent work
book for KS2 -3 on building materials in the town which could easily be
adapted to other settlements. This leads onto further work on gravel
extraction (at Needham Lakes) and river studies using the Gipping.
Download a copy of their Environmental Education leaflet and booking form
for the education pack from www.midsuffolk.gov.uk .
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